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The DINGO that does all the hard work for you.

" Tight Access & 4 In 1 Bucket

%" Post Hole Boring 48" Light Earth Works

4" Cement Mixing &= Trenching

&= Levalling 4" Clearing Sites
Don Cirocco - 0414 914 730

ABN: 38 853 034 548 FAX: 08 8165 1328

DREAM CONCEPTS

Chapman Herbert

architects

Adelaide Ph (08) 8363 4900
Mt Gambier Ph (08) 8725 8366
www.chapmanherbert.co.au

New Houses

Residential Extensions (OXV)
Small Commercial Y
Light Industrial

Aged Care

The Royal Australian
Institute of Architects
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Editorial

Welcome to the 2006 Logan Shield Program,
a new initiative by the Budgerigar Council of
South Australia (BCSA). This year, the BCSAL
has embarked on some bold moves, embrac-
ing and bringing about change in the form of
an entirely new look. | wanted to use this
opportunity today to explore the intent
behind the changes, as well as the inspira-
tion behind the branding strategy.

One of the greatest challenges to the hobby
at the moment is the decline in member-
ship, and its subsequent future, not just
here in South Australia, but worldwide.
Many have cited that it is a result of land
holdings becoming smaller and smaller,
others have blamed natural attrition, costs,
or even the bad press associated with dis-
eases such as “bird flu” for driving potential
aviculturalists away. One thing that most
people agree on is that there is a lack of
new members, and without new, younger
members, the lifespan of the hobby is lim-
ited.

With the aim of arresting this trend, the
Council set out to consider what could be
done to rectify the situation, starting here
in South Australia. Ideas were tabled by
Council representatives, and issues such as
membership fees, value for money, and
things of the like were discussed, however
the real issue was how clubs were going to
attract NEW people to the hobby to begin
with? The Council determined that natural
attrition was inevitable, however in all for-
ward planning, the Council would need to (i)
work on satisfying and maintaining its cur-
rent membership, and (ii) reposition the
Council and the fancy so that new enthusi-
asts would be attracted to the hobby.

The decision was made that in order to pre-
sent the hobby as interesting, innovative

and fresh, the branding strategy and
“presence” of the hobby’s governing body in
this State had to be revisited, if it was going
to attract any new enthusiasts. This would
include making the Council easier to find on
the web, opening up the channels of com-
munication to (i) clubs, and (ii) directly to
members, through direct mail outs, and
announcements on its web sites. However,
for all of this to be effective, the Council’s
current brand image had to undergo a face-
lift.

Damian Hamilton of Sage Visual Solutions, a
South Australian born graphic designer work-
ing out of the UK, approached the Council
with some ideas on repositioning the BCSA in
the marketplace. Damian was provided with
several photographs of exhibition budgeri-
gars, as well as a plethora of logos from
other budgerigar clubs from around the
world. He was also given a multitude of web
site links to visit, in order for him to gain an
appreciation for the hobby as a whole.

After several weeks, Damian came back with
a branding strategy, and two alternate logos
that would fall in line with the outcomes
that the Council was seeking. His bold de-
signs steered clear of the traditional marks/
logos, such as coats of arms and crests,
associated with councils, clubs and socie-
ties. Instead, he chose to offer a fresh and
innovative brand that has longevity and
adaptability. The unique markings and vi-
brant colours of the budgerigar inspired the
two logos provided by Sage Visual Solutions.
On the logo now currently in use, the yellow
and green circles were derived from the
wing markings of the normal green series
budgerigar. In graphic design, circular pat-
terns infer a global network, which has con-
notations with the role of the BCSA in acting
for its members, as well as its position as

the state’s governing body affiliated with
the Australian National Budgerigar Council
(ANBC). The yellow and green circles care-
fully overlap to suggest breeding, as well as
being subtly stylized as “B” for Budgerigar.

The resultant logos don’t include an actual
picture of a bird, as (i) it was far too literal,
and (ii) it has already been adopted by al-
most all the other budgerigar logos world-
wide. By steering clear of this, whilst main-
taining the connotations and stylizations of
budgerigars, Damian was able to differenti-
ate the logo from almost all other clubs and
associations, giving the BCSA a unique, mod-
ern and fresh branding image going forward.
A second concept was presented, depicting
the overlapping of the two organic shapes
(wings of simplified budgerigars), again
representing ‘breeding’, or a relationship
between two birds (like a council meeting).

After reviewing both, the BCSA chose to go
with the first concept of the overlapping
circles. The strategy was then translated to
the layout and development of the Council’s
new letterhead and website, which you may
have already seen in previous correspon-
dence.

With the revised logo design, the council is
now in a position to attack the issue of
maintaining its existing membership base,
and attracting new fanciers to the hobby.
This strategy is in the first phases of imple-
mentation here today, with a fully spon-
sored show, and new look attire for the
judges and officials.

| trust that you find value in the new logo,
and the reasons behind it. Let’s just hope
that with everyone’s support, the Council
can continue down a path of arresting the
issue of a hobby in decline.
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With an expanding repertoire of Commercial/lndustrial roofing projects, Linear Roofing Services are one of South Australia's largest Commercial/
Industrial roofing companies. Linear Roofing provide an estimating service to assist in budgeting and cost efficient roof re-design. Our quality
tradesmen are capable and efficient at the installation of guttering, wall and roof cladding and all associated works. Projects completed include
Elizabeth City Centre (34,000 m?), the new Adelaide Airport Terminal (45,000 m?), Berringer Blass winery (81,000 m?), Colonnades Shopping
Centre (26,000m?), SAAB (5,500 m? ), Medina Grand Treasury Adelaide (2,000 m?), Air International (19,000 m?) and Amcor (58,000 m?) to name
but a few. We complete projects ranging from repairs and small factory additions, to large Shopping Centres.

1 Mobius Crescent
Golden Grove, SA 5125
Phone: 08 8251 1000 Fax: 08 8251 7732 ABN: 55 406 131 372, BLD 168599




PIRTEK

fluid transfer solutions

HYDRAULIC & INDUSTRIAL

HOAE & FITEING SUPPLIERS OF
MOBILE SERYICE
24 Hoars, T Days Industrial Rubber Hozez  Tube & pipe supports A utomotive Hoses
PYC hozes Clamping Syatems Stainless Steel Fittings
delald 0] #340 022
:u;t; EDS; foso szs; IWlultipurpoze Hoses Tube Coupling= Hoze Reels
Wt Gambler 0403371 344 Thermoplaztic Hosez Preszure Washer Hozes High Temperature Hoze
South Adelalde [08) 8382 2844
Flexible Metallic Hoze Quick Connector Couplers Yarious Adapters
Soge is 0 multk-discipinary -graphic

deslan consUtfoncy offedng unique visual
communicofion soluficns fo o wide ronge
of secion, regardiess of scole or budget

If woa woukd ke mare nfamnation
of o receive o pdf of our work,
please confact Domion:

T +44 [0j20 7223 4700
clamlan@sagevisuascificns.com

T(0&] 82720207  F{08) 8257 9933

Alavel 2, 170 Greanhill Road,
& ﬁ] Parkside, $A, 5063
ABM 70 686 976 314

CPA Accountants

CPA Accountants & Taxation
Industrial & Business
Large or Small
Ph: (08) 8272 0207 Fax: (08) 8357 9933
Level 2/170 Greenhill Road, Parkside, SA 5063

Newton Sand, Metal & Landscaping Supplies

30 Papagni Ave
Newton SA 5074

Tel: (08) 8336 7922
Fax: (08) 8336 7020 http://www.newtonsand.com.au
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From the President

By Nigel Tonkin

Welcome to the 2006 Logan Shield & State
Selection Show, incorporating our new
magazine concept, so refreshingly edited by
one of our fellow fanciers, Troy Holmes.

The 2006 Nationals in Caloundra are only
one week away - how time flies.

In my correspondence to all members on the
10th of March, | advised that through the
help of sponsors, we have developed a
monetary prize pool for breeders who finish
in the top three places of each class at the
2006 Logan Shield (conditions apply).

Some will say this is a bold move, a risky
move, a negative move, a challenge for the
judges, an opportunity to give the fancy a
positive injection. | suggest it is bold, risky,
challenging and positive. The only opportu-
nity for negativity is if fanciers do not see
the reasons behind this move and overlook
the opportunity to promote the fancy
through this process.

Grasp the concept and give the BCSA execu-
tive feedback, be it positive or negative, to
enable us to continue to improve the fancy

for YOU.

This magazine itself is a result of the spon-
sorships that have come our way and one
can only trust the magazine will be the first
of an annual production.

Further to the above, | advised in my corre-
spondence that the BCSA had developed a
new image, incorporating a change in logo,
letter head and stationary.

| have received quite a lot of feedback re-
garding the logo, mostly in the positive and
trust that the explanation within this pro-

gramme / magazine gives members an in-
sight into its design. To this end, | would
like to thank Damian Hamilton for his web-
site and logo design. Damian resides in the
United Kingdom and has taken this project
on as a sponsorship arrangement through his
company Sage Visual Solutions. Thanks also
to Michael Boonzaayer, another volunteer,
who had the arduous task of turning the
design into an operational website. Over
8,200 pages have been incorporated into the
website development thus far. The website,
when fully operational will be an absolute
positive for promoting the 2007 nationals
world wide. | cannot thank Damian and
Michael enough for their most valued input.

Today you will see the next stage of the
logo, on shirts for judges and on polo shirts
for others. A number of prototypes were
produced to get to this, the final design. |
see it as refreshing and creative. Because it
is unobtrusive it is also stylish and wearable.
Both female and male judges will be able to
purchase a quality shirt with a quality design
and fanciers will be able to order polo shirts
as they desire. A price structure will be
presented once the executive has finalized
all details with the contractor.

| can only trust the fancy takes a leap for-
ward moving with these positive, yet daring,
innovations.

| read with interest a response from Ron
Pearce from the United Kingdom to a com-
ment that | made to him about the declining
numbers of fanciers in Australia. He sug-
gests that we have to get used to this trend
and make sure we keep the fanciers that we
do have involved in a positive mode and
enjoy the hobby for ourselves. From here
others may then jump on board. If they do

not, then we must ensure that we have
quality shows, quality enjoyment and qual-
ity friendships for those that remain.

Good luck with your exhibiting today and to
those that have birds selected to go to
Queensland remember this is a great
achievement and your birds are part of the
South Australian team.

Oh and do not to forget to utilize the spon-
sors by availing them the opportunity to give
a quotation on the product that they manu-
facture, sell etc and when you do this, let
them know that it was through their support
of the Budgerigar Council of South Australia
that you have made the approach.

Best of Luck,

Volume 1, Issue 1 May 2006
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Logan Shield Screed

By Nigel Tonkin

The Logan Shield came into being after the
Budgerigar Society of South Australia (BSSA),

sent a team of birds to Melbourne to compete in
the well established Victorian Gardner Shield. In

their first attempt in 1974, the BSSA came 4th
against 11 other Victorian teams, and in 1975,
came 3rd, this time against 15 Victorian teams.
The results certainly advertised the quality of
the South Australian birds.

It was suggested in 1977 that a similar competi-

tion be held to stimulate team spirit and
friendly rivalry amongst budgerigar breeders
from the 6 existing clubs in South Australia,
including mixed bird clubs.

The then secretary of the BSSA, Lal Logan, who
had held this position for 18 years, was hon-
oured to have his name used for the competi-
tion. Lal purchased and donated the shield
which was then named in his honour and is still
used to this day.

The first Logan Shield was hosted by the
BSSA on the 2nd of April 1977 at St John’s
Hall, Halifax Street, Adelaide with the 6
existing clubs competing. The BSSA won
with 196 points followed by Central Dis-
tricts with 170, North East with140, Pt
Pirie with 131, Southern with 74 and West-
ern with 60 points.

Unfortunately at the time Lal was in hospi-
tal so he was unable to present his shield.
In July of the same year he passed away
and sadly never saw the shield competition
take place.

The Logan Shield is a yearly reminder of
Lal and his wife Thelma, both having so
graciously donated their time and effort to
the BSSA and the budgerigar fancy as a

whole, since its foundation in South Austra-

lia in 1948.

In 1964, a meeting between a group of New
South Wales, Victorian and South Australian
budgerigar fanciers resolved that a National
Teams Competition should occur. More seri-
ous discussions occurred in 1972 between
these three states thus the first competition
would commence in Victoria in 1975. The
National Show has continued annually ever
since, and expanded to include seven

states / zones which effectively brings to-
gether the best breeders and the best young
exhibition budgerigars in Australia.

The Logan Shield is now our State’s selection
show for the Australian National Budgerigar
Council (ANBC) Championship Show and is
hosted annually by the Budgerigar Council of
South Australia (BCSA).

Although some clubs have difficulty in field-
ing a full team, the Logan Shield still re-
mains as a reminder of a great budgie man.

MAKING HOUSING A STEEL

Tired of escalating timber costs?
Then use (STEEL FRAMES) Steel Wall
frames and trusses and control
your own future!

SulEEL
FRAMES

SA PTY LD

ABN 92 062 735915

* Steel framing mechanically joined by a clinch joint
* Build any design including two story
* Easy to erect or we can arrange that for you
* Light weight steel sections ensure you pay no maore for STEEL FRAMES
For guotes, please contact Stephen Garland
Unit 3, 21 Jacobsen Crescent, Holden Hill 5088
Phone (08) 8266 6766 Fax (08) 8266 6755
steelo@steelframessa.com.au
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Logan Shield Sponsored Show, May 2006

Through the generosity of a number of local
businesses, the BCSA is pleased to announce
that this year’s event will culminate with a fully
sponsored prize pool for exhibitors. The BCSA
resolved that these cash prizes would be
awarded for the first, second and third placed
birds in each of the 22 contested classes at the
Logan Shield, subject to the conditions specified
herein.

The monetary prizes will be awarded to the top
three birds in each of the 22 classes at the
Logan Shield, based on the following schedule:

® Gold Award $100.00 for first placed bird
o Silver Award $ 50.00 for second placed bird
® Bronze Award $ 20.00 for third placed bird

The BCSA will present certificates for the first,
second, third and fourth placed birds in each
class on the day of the event. All birds placed
up to 6th place in the Logan Shield will receive
a prize ticket. In line with previous years, only
the first three birds from each of the 22 classes
will be displayed on the state representation
stand at the front of the venue. These birds will
be defined as the “Birds Selected for State Rep-
resentation” for the ANBC National titles to be
held in Caloundra the following weekend (the
27th and 28th of May 2006). In line with BCSA
protocols, these birds will travel to Caloundra as
the “Birds Selected for State Representation”
unless for some reason one or more of these
birds become ineligible (for example, lost both
tail feathers) between the Logan Shield and the
Caloundra event.

The fourth placed bird from the 2006 Logan
Shield will be defined as the “Standby Bird”. In
the event that one of the top three placed birds
in any of the classes is unable to travel to the
2006 ANBC Championships, the “Standby Bird”
will take its place. In so doing, it will qualify for

the Bronze award, irrespective of the place
that the withdrawing bird came from
within its respective class. The places for
the other birds within the same class will
then be amended to accommodate for this
adjustment. If more than one “Standby
Bird” is required, then the fifth bird will
travel, and so on. The onus is on the
breeder to contact the State Team Manager
at the earliest opportunity to ensure that
standby bird(s) can be brought in, in the
order in which they were judged at the
Logan Shield, to replace any of the initial
“Birds Selected for State Representation”.

In the event that any given bird is unable to
travel to Caloundra for the ANBC Champi-
onships, then the cash award allocated for
that particular bird will not be paid to the
exhibitor, regardless of the circumstances
surrounding the birds’ withdrawal from the
State Team. Once the team of birds is in
Caloundra, the State Team Manager and
the two other Bird Carers will select at
their discretion the best two birds from the
three available birds for each of the 22
classes at the event. These birds will be
shown as the two representative birds for
the State in their respective classes. The
places assigned at the Logan Shield shall be
retained unless there is sufficient relative
changes in condition of the birds, or any
other factor, which clearly warrants a
change in order from that originally deter-
mined at the logan Shield. If the bird trav-
els to Caloundra as a representative bird in
any of the 22 classes, and is not selected in
the class on the day to represent the State,
then this bird will still be awarded its re-
spective prize as allocated at the Logan
Shield. The prize money will be posted to
individual exhibitors upon the bird’s return
from the event in Caloundra.

In the event that the order of birds shown
at Caloundra, or the order in which they
are judged at the 2006 ANBC event, alters
from the awards given at the Logan Shield
the week before, then the Logan Shield
placings shall stand for prize distribution.
In consultation with the Show Manager,
the BCSA has ruled that judges selected
for the Logan Shield will not be judging
classes where they have their own birds
entered. The BCSA confirmed that it is
now standard practice for judges in any
competitive arena to be objective, and
this certainly applies to the Logan Shield.
The BCSA has sanctioned that this ruling
will be implemented in 2006, going for-
ward. As a result, judges may be nomi-
nated to judge either (a) on their own, or
(b) with another suitably qualified judge,
depending on the classes that the particu-
lar judge is exhibiting in on the day.

The potential downside of this is that the
judging process may lengthen; however,
the BCSA supports this objective approach
throughout the selection process. We trust
that the clubs, exhibitors and the viewing
public will understand and hope that we
can all work together to bench the very
best birds in the state this year.

Volume 1, Issue 1 May 2006
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Notification of BCSA Annual Auction

Cocks: limited to 2002 bred and younger (black, red, blue and purple rings)
Hens: limited to 2003 bred and younger (red, blue and purple rings)

Commission to BCSA of 10% of hammer price (minimum of $5.00 per lot), with a $2.00 handling fee for
unsold lots.

Please note that pre-selection is logistically impossible, so the above rules represent an initiative to
attract best quality birds from both SA and interstate most likely to be useful to SA breeders for im-
proving their stock, with realistic reserve prices. The emphasis is on quality rather than quantity, and
any major permanent deformities and/or disabilities are to be clearly specified. A reserve price is
permitted, however unsold birds will be returned at the owner’s expense.

Expressions of interest with very approximate numbers to be communicated to the (Acting) Auction
Coordinator by Saturday June 3, to gauge viability. Final numbers with full details on the appropriate
form by Friday June 16, please.

Variety, nomenclature, etc according to rules of the matrix would be much appreciated.

Every effort will be made to contact all potential vendors direct, but if overlooked please do not hesi-
tate to contact the (Acting) Auction Coordinator.

Please advise if electronic copies of the form are required for electronic submission.

Every effort will be made by the BCSA Treasurer [(Acting) Auction Coordinator] to settle auction pro-
ceeds with the vendors on the same day, after all payments collected.

AUCTION CONTACT and (ACTING) AUCTION COORDINATOR

John Mulley,

13 Dunkley Ave., Firle. 5070

Email: jmulley@bigpond.net.au Phone (08) 8331 0097

‘ ABN 50 086 703 648

162b PHILIP HWY, ELIZABETH 5112

PHONE (08) 8252 8777 FAX (08) 8252 0888
EMAIL jano.tuchyna@sonnex.com.au

WEB  http://www.sonnex.com.au
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Show Manager’s Report

Interview by Jennie Liebich

Bruce Stafford is the Show Manager for the
Budgerigar Council of South Australia (BCSA)
events, holding this position since 1997, a year
after the Council took over the management of
the state shows. Jennie Liebich interviewed
Bruce to talk more about his position, and his
role over the past 9 years.

Bruce is a very humble character who works
extremely hard behind the scenes to make

events like today’s happen. The organization of

the state and national shows (and the efficient
manner in which it all comes together) is the
result of a great deal of forward planning, time
and effort, coupled with nothing less than hard
work.

His wife Marion, in the role of Show Secretary,
and Graham Bell, the Council’s Electronics Su-
pervisor, support Bruce in the planning and
execution of all the Council Shows. The team
has been together since Bruce took over the
role, which allows them to work closely and
efficiently together. At all the Council events,
the team supplemented by a team of regular
volunteers who assist in the various roles from
catering, to the logistics of moving staging to
and from events. Without the support of these
volunteers, Bruce comments that the show
“would not go on”.

South Australia held its first National Champion-

ships under the management of the BCSA in

2000, and in 2006, the committee are already
well underway with the planning the 2007 Na-
tionals, to be held at the Morphettville Race-

course in Adelaide. Bruce and his team are con-

fident that they will build on the success of
2000, providing the Nation with an excellent
show in our home state of South Australia.

The work of Bruce and his team is often not
visible to the average fancier. The Show Man-
ager is responsible for the following activities;

® Booking venues for all State functions
including the Logan Shield (State Selec-
tion Show), the A.G.M., Judges Meetings
and the Auction.

Collating all information regarding the
Logan Shield and forwarding this to all
clubs (affiliate and associate) with the
BCSA. This includes dispatching the
schedules and cage stickers etc.

Appointing the Show Committee which

includes the Show Secretary, Safety

Officer, Chief Steward, Electronics Su-

pervisor, and Security Supervisor. Addi-

tional members are engaged as ticket

writers, stewards, and bird handlers to

assemble the state team and record ring

numbers. All these people need to have

letters written to them seeking a written

acceptance of appointments.

® Appointing judges and advising of the
time and place required to judge and
seek written acceptance of appoint-
ment. Where possible judges are allo-
cated classes in which they are not
showing their own birds.

® Arranging adequate staging and assis-
tance in setting up and dismantling stag-
ing.

o Disqualifying sick or infectious (scaly
face) birds from the show bench.

® Dealing with any issues relating to
judges.

® Supervising the cleaning of the hall dur-

ing and after the show.

Bruce finds the Show Manager role chal-
lenging and rewarding, giving him a di-
verse range of personal contact with vol-
unteers in all organizational aspects of his
role. He does however concede that he
will not be able to do this forever, and is

of the firm belief that we need to encourage
and train younger people to take on this and
other roles for the future development of the
Council. Bruce has been working closely with
Shane Cripps to develop him as an apprentice
to the Show Manager’s role, and at the 2007
Nationals, Shane will take on the role of
Chief Steward, as he continues on his devel-
opment path.

Bruce contends that the current format of
the Logan Shield is the best means of con-
ducting the event, where each of the affili-
ate/associate clubs has a preselection show
prior to the event. Through this process, only
the very best birds are presented on the day
for the judges to assess, and pick the team to
represent the state.

This year, Bruce and his team will be hosting
their first sponsorship show. Bruce agrees
that the fancy needs a different, more inno-
vative approach to encourage new and
younger people into the hobby, citing that
this is the only way to secure the future of
the fancy. With nervous excitement, Bruce
and his team are looking forward to today’s
event, as this year’s Logan Shield promises to
be bigger and better than ever before.

In closing, Bruce reiterated his appreciation
to those who have put so much time and
energy into seeking sponsors to make the
Logan Shield what it is now, and he extended
a thank you to the sponsors who have so
generously donated to the Council to make
this a great day.

Bruce trusts that everyone will enjoy them-
selves today, and that we all have another
successful State show, and an even better
National representation than last year.

Volume 1, Issue 1 May 2006
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Aviary In Focus: Stephen Elliott (SE)

Over the past 12 months, | have been fortu-
nate enough to visit the aviaries of Stephen
Elliott on more than one occasion. Stephen
joined the hobby in 1987, and then left in
1993, only to return in 1995, citing that the
birds must be ‘in his blood’. Since his return
11 years ago, Stephen has enjoyed rising
fame on the show bench, primarily with his
Blues, Spangles and Albinos, which have now
seen him represent the state on a National
level no less than five times. As recently as
last year, Stephen’s birds placed 2nd in the
Blue class at the ANBC Championships, and
3rd in the Spangles.

The quality of Stephen’s birds have im-
proved year in, year out. His first Grand
Champion award came in 2005 at the BSSA
Breeders show, with a Cinnamon Grey cock.
Further successes were to come that year,
with the Unbroken Cap Champion bird in the
North East/BSSA Unbroken Cap Shield. In
2006, Steve has already claimed Grand
Champion at the 2006 North East Annual
Show. This year, Stephen hopes to again
have birds traveling away, this time to
Caloundra on the Sunshine Coast, to com-
pete against the best that the Nation has to
offer, in the 2006 ANBC Championships.

Stephen and his family are based in Gawler,
about 45 minutes north of Adelaide, where
they have lived for the past 3-%; years.
Stephen was formerly a plasterboard fixer by
trade, but has recently been employed as a
crane and truck driver. His ambition is to
open his own business soon, with the help of
a truck that he is in the process of restoring.
In between this, and his home handy-man
jobs, Stephen manages to be an active mem-
ber of the B.S.S.A, the North East, and the
B.B.C. Clubs, as well as being a trainee
judge.

Stephen’s aviaries are internal to a large
bird room on his Gawler property, next to
where the family lived in a 9 metre Caravan,
until their house was complete in 2004.
After this time, the bird room was strategi-

cally converted into two flight aviaries, and
a breeding room, with room for another two
flights, His flights are approximately 4 me-
tres long by 1.5 metres wide, and birds are
generally separated based on age, then after
his cull, separated as Keep & Cull flights.

The front wire of the aviary was doubled,
with a 50 mm space between so predators
(such as Hawks, Owls, and Rats) could not
try to drag any birds through the wire. The
bird room floor was also concreted up to the
profile of the walls, as to make the facility
as vermin proof as practically possible.

Stephen targets to keep a breeding stock of
approximately 50 cocks and 60 hens at the
end of the cull, which he uses throughout his
32 available breeding cages. On average,
Stephen breeds around 180 birds per year,
give or take, all with the now synonymous SE
closed ring.

The bloodlines that Stephen’s birds descend
from vary significantly, but one of the things
that you notice very quickly about Stephen’s
philosophy and breeding regime is that all
the birds are closely related, as he runs a
very tight ship. His major successes have
come from the Appleton birds that he pur-
chased, which stem down from McGovern,
Williams, Binks, Bonner, Channel Island,
Joines, Mannes, and Alex bloodlines. His
birds also contain a combination of Allan
Rowe, Dickson, Plunkett & Tasi, Mannes,
Carro Family, Akritidis, Grant, Tonkin and
Kakoschke lines, with an addition of Watson
birds as outcrosses this year. Stephen, like
many people new to success, is very humble
in calling the 11 years of inter-related pair-
ings, hard work, skill and determination, his
own line.

Stephen feeds the birds a blended seed mix,
consisting of 1/3 Plain Canary, 1/3 Jap Mil-
let, 1/3 White French Millet in the off-
season. About a month before the birds are
due to be put down to breed, the mix
changes to 50% Plain Canary, 25% Jap Millet,

25% White French Millet. At the same time,
the change in seed mix is supplemented by a
soaked seed mix, consisting of 6 parts Bandi-
coot oats, 1 part Wheat, and 1 part striped
Sunflower. Stephen also soaks and sprouts
pigeon peas separately, which are added to
the mix (this occurs due to the different
germination patterns of the peas).

This change in diet is in response to the
natural behavior of wild budgerigars, which
follow a distinct pattern based on weather,
and the availability of food. Wild budgeri-
gars respond sexually to the coming of sea-
sonal rains that represent the imminent full
growing time of plants and grasses. At other
times, when food supplies are limited by
season or drought, their sex hormones lie
dormant and they have no desire and are
unable to breed. By altering the diet in ac-
cordance with seasonal changes, Stephen

Page 12

Logan Shield & State Selection Show



tries to mimic natural breeding conditions
for the birds, which aids in improved fertility
rates amongst nests.

Green feed is also provided to the bird’s
daily, in the form of either carrots, corn,
silver beet, fruit, seeding grasses or fresh
millets, grown on the premises. Saltbush
branches are also provided every day, along
with regular gum branches (fortnightly),
fresh water, cuttlefish bone, and hard grit.
One of the interesting points about
Stephen’s routine is that he uses Lucerne
Chaff in the nest box as a medium in place
of sawdust. According to Stephen’s experi-
ences, it aids in reducing wet nest’s whilst
providing a pleasant aroma, but its greatest
benefit is that it has a very high protein
content. Stephen finds that the hen and the
chicks in the box will chew it, thus having
another green feed that is high in protein. It
also provides something to avoid boredom,
which often leads to feather plucking, and
the slight moisture content in the Chaff aids
in the production of the atmosphere within
the nest box that is conducive to the hatcha-
bility of eggs.

In order to optimize breeding results, one of
the key management procedures that
Stephen has in place is quarantining of any
new birds. Every bird brought into his bird
room is strictly placed well away from others
for a period of three months. They are fed
and treated the same as the other general
flock, and allowed to settle into the same
conditions. When the breeding season com-
mences, these birds are strategically placed
in the bottom row of the breeding cabinets,
as the stress of breeding will often reveal an
underlying problem in a new bird that may
not have been previously identified. By plac-
ing the birds at the lowest level possible,
nothing can be dropped into the cage below,
and any dust or seed husk generation is gen-
erally attracted directly to the floor, mini-
mizing the impact of any problem if it were
to occur on the other birds within the estab-
lishment.

Another key factor in Stephen’s rapid ascent
on the show bench has been his philosophy
of keeping only the very best birds each
year. Stephen’s breeding regime is based
around a focused in/line breeding program,
which means that most of the birds within
his aviaries are interrelated. As a result, you
will often find half-brothers, half-sisters, or
cousins and nieces, of some of Stephen’s
very best birds, in the cull pen. Stephen is of
the firm belief that a correctly managed
line/inbreeding program means that you
purge birds that fall below a given standard,
regardless of their parentage, if they are
interrelated, otherwise you will often fix
these negative features into your stud.

Stephen culls in order of the National Show
Class Matrix, dividing the birds into Greens,
Blues, Albino’s etc. The process is long and
cumbersome, but also delivers the best re-
sults. Stephen places 10 birds at a time into
show boxes, giving them sufficient time to
settle. He advocates that breeders look for
the very best, limiting the number of birds
kept overall. When the cull is complete, the
remainder of the birds are assessed, and it
provides an excellent opportunity for identi-
fying what the interrelated birds lack in
terms of features. Once these areas for
improvement are identified, Stephen then
sets about assessing the stock of other
breeders, both locally and interstate, in
search of that particular trait. During the
process, Stephen is very critical that the
feature needs to be inherent in the stud of
the person that you are buying from - it is no
point buying the feature, if it is not an en-
grained trait of that line of birds. Stephen is
also careful to assess the failings of the
same stud, making sure he is aware of any
visual, or non-visual, faults that he may be
introducing to his birds by the addition of
the particular outcross. All the while,
Stephen also keeps in mind his philosophy
that “you can’t breed rats from mice” - any
outcross must maintain the size that he has
worked so hard to develop in his stud.

=
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It takes time and patience to produce an
excellent line of birds, and Stephen looks at
a stepped improvement program with his
birds each year. With his continued focus on
improvement, and a ruthless culling regime,
| believe the SE ring code is going to be syn-
onymous with some of the better birds in
this state for many years to come.
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About the BCSA

By John Mulley

The role of the Budgerigar Council of South
Australia (BCSA) is broad and diverse, con-
sisting of numerous visible actions, as well
as a plethora of behind the scenes activities.
For the benefit of members, let’s explore
both.

The more visible activities of the Council

The Council distributes rings and maintains a
Ring Register. The implications of this are
that anyone can identify a bird’s breeder for
any budgerigar rung anywhere in Australia at
any given time. A distinct Australian Na-
tional Budgerigar Council (ANBC) ring symbol
guards against colour forgeries on old birds
masquerading in young bird classes, which is
the age format for all of the state shows and
the format for the next step up, the national
show. Use of the same supplier Australia
wide is designed to ensure a uniform ap-
pearance (avoiding marked birds) and uni-
formity of ring quality across the country,
providing significant cost advantages
through bulk purchasing power. The ANBC
ring levy from these ring sales is collected
by the ring manufacturer, and provides sig-
nificant funding each year to the State/Zone
hosting the national show, as it rotates
through its seven year hosting cycle.

Nobody can deny that several aspects of ring
quality have deteriorated in recent

times. The Council has made strong repre-
sentation to the ANBC about this very mat-
ter, and has assembled some alternative
options to present to the ANBC at the next
delegates meeting. Although our state is
leading the drive to rectify this problem, the
BCSA are unable to immediately and unilat-
erally move in the direction of sourcing rings
independently, as that would understanda-
bly lead to disaffiliation of the Council from

the ANBC, undoing all the good work done
over many years by prominent SA breeders
who played their part to establish and main-
tain the national profile of our great hobby.
Patience is required while this problem is
attended to, and the only solution is a na-
tional one. Any direction other than this
could see SA become the only state to drop
off the national scene. The ANBC has con-
firmed that trials are underway in NSW to
address aspects of ring quality.

Another highly visible activity of the Council
is the running of the State Show each

year. From this, the Council selects the 66
young birds to form the State Team, which
travels to the National Show the following
week. The Council is responsible for cover-
ing all costs associated with this activity. In
order to prepare and bench the very best
team, three Team Carers from SA accom-
pany the birds to the event. Every seven
years, South Australia hosts the National
Show, and preparations are well underway
for the May 2007 event.

Representing one’s club at the State Show
and then one’s State at the National Show is
the ultimate reward for the previous years’
breeding efforts. A great deal of effort has
gone into the pursuit of considerable spon-
sorship for this year’s show, greatly improv-
ing the rewards for participating in the State
and National events in 2006. The Council is
hopeful that this will improve participation
levels from fanciers throughout the state.
The highlight of my year as a breeder is to
see the best young birds throughout Austra-
lia all on show together, competing against
each other, especially if | am fortunate
enough to have birds in the SA Team.

Another more visible activity is the Council

Auction, held each year in July. The event is
organized in order to facilitate transfer of
surplus breeding stock, as well as the acqui-
sition of additional stock from inter-

state. For the past decade, the commission
from this auction has been the Council’s
major fundraiser. The auction has been so
successful as a capital raising exercise, that
the ring levy was abolished, and increases in
the ring costs absorbed, in 2006.

The less visible activities of the Council

There are many behind the scenes activities
associated with the governance of exhibition
budgerigars in this state, no much more so
than the management of the State’s fi-
nances. In the lead up to the 2000 Nationals
held in Adelaide, the young Council’s finan-
cial situation was less than desirable. Now,
in the lead up to the 2007 event, the finan-
cial status is much sounder.

Everyone who orders rings in the state is
required to be a member of the Council.
These individual memberships cover the
running costs associated with the Council,
while club affiliations cover the Council’s
affiliation to the ANBC. Fundraising, such as
the annual auction, is used to supplement
the capital base for events such as the
Logan Shield and National titles.

Membership fees are set each year by the
members, prompted as a recurring agenda
item at the AGM meeting. Upon examination
of the balance sheet presented at this meet-
ing, it may be necessary to adjust these
rates as required to ensure the long term
financial viability of the Council and its
activities. Every club committee is aware
that this is a recurring agenda item, and
considerable budgeting care is required to
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meet the considerable costs associated with
the hosting of National events on a 7 year
rotating basis. We would like nothing more
than to secure significant sponsorships to
minimize, or even eliminate, the cost of
entry, dinners, and presentation functions;
however, achieving such goals are extremely
challenging and which we would probably all
agree are unrealistic.

Connection with the ANBC and the other
national affiliates is maintained through the
Council Delegates who attend the national
event each year. In between these events, a
significant amount of correspondence be-
tween delegates occurs (mostly electronic
these days), keeping the communication
channels between states open, thus ensuring
a nationally united approach to the hobby
and exhibition budgerigar. One of the com-
mittees reporting to the ANBC Council is the
Colour & Standards Committee. This body
recommends changes and additions to The
Standard and Matrix, and was responsible
for the development of the new Standard
recently released.

These activities come at a cost to the BCSA,
and if they are not funded through the
membership, then they will not happen.
That being said, none of this would be nec-
essary if we just bred the small native green
budgerigar, treating it like any other parrot,
but that is not the hobby that we have cho-
sen to pursue.

Minutes of Council meetings are passed on
to all Affiliate and Associate clubs, commu-
nicating State and National matters, as well
as providing a list of show dates for all
clubs. The Council maintains a register of all
exhibitors (Membership Register), ring codes
and exhibition status. The BCSA also main-
tains a Judges Panel, distributes this with
contact information and ensures sufficient
trained judges to officiate at clubs, and at
unaffiliated Agricultural Shows. There is an
examination system to promote judges
within the state to the point where they can
sit the national exam if they so desire. This
pool of National Judges is used to select the
officiating judges for the National events
each year. Judges on the BCSA Judges Panel
are initially trained rigorously over am 18
month period, which is regarded as one of
the most thorough training schemes in the
country. Going forward, the onus is then on
the judge to improve their skills and judg-
ment with experience, participation in
judges meetings, and to demonstrate on the
show bench at the highest possible level
that they themselves can breed toward The
Standard.

The Council was founded with two Delegates
per Affiliated Club. The first four Affiliated
Clubs were the Budgerigar Society of South
Australia (BSSA), Central Plains Budgerigar

Society (formed through amalgamation of
Central Districts and Northern Plains), the
North East Budgerigar Society (NEBS) and
Mount Gambier Budgerigar Society. The re-
maining clubs became Associate Clubs for a
lower fee, allowing them access to Council
Minutes, ANBC rings, Judges Panel etc, but
with no voting rights. With the folding of one
Affiliated club and the recent downgrading of
another by seeking Associate rather than
Affiliate status, we are left with only two
clubs now accepting responsibility for the
governance of the hobby within South Austra-
lia.

There was a comment from the floor at the
last AGM that the Council was being run by
the North East and Mount Gambier. Whilst it
is desirable to bring such criticisms to air,
this really needs no response. All one needed
to do was to scan the audience to ascertain
distribution of attendees from the various
clubs, and observe that out the front only
two clubs fielded their full complement of
Delegates at the AGM. The onus is on anyone
who has concerns about two clubs now being
primarily involved (in both the administration
and the work) to lobby their club committees
to take a more responsible and positive role
in working with the other clubs in the best
interests of state affairs. The Council has
formally solicited input from all clubs regard-
ing ideas for broadening representation, but
so far the only ideas put forward have come
from the two clubs already represented, plus
Port Pirie.

History of the Council

Up until the early 1990’s it was my under-
standing that one club was the state body,
with the entire membership of all affiliated
clubs each recognized only as equivalent to a
single individual member of the primary club.
This was arguably undemocratic, so moves
were made to bring the hobby into line with
other states and sporting organisations within
Australia. Unfortunately, the transition was
more painful than it needed to have been -
leaders of change emerged, with the support
of the majority of breeders. Since this tran-
sition, the hobby has been administered with
equal representation (voting rights on state
matters) from all affiliated clubs and from all
individual members equally, irrespective of
their club. The issue now is that representa-
tion has again narrowed, this time to two
clubs, through attrition. My understanding is
that in Victoria, for example, there are
around 30 Affiliated Clubs, producing a lot
more birds from which to choose their state
team, resulting in a much more vibrant
hobby. So what can be done to restore some
pride in representing South Australia and to
get all clubs pulling together in that direc-
tion?

How does the Council work?
Individual Members in each of the Affiliated

clubs are represented on Council by elected
Delegates from their Clubs. As matters arise
on the Agenda, the Delegates are expected
to put the views of their clubs, listen to the
views put by Delegates from the other clubs,
then vote in the best interests of the state
as a whole, even if this was not the original
view that they put. This concept is the back-
bone of functional committees, and it would
be unworkable if every matter were taken
back to the clubs (committee or member-
ship) for direction. The delegates are
elected to make decisions on behalf of our
clubs, and be accountable for those deci-
sions the next time elections are held by our
clubs for Delegates. Contentious issues are
taken back to the clubs, to either the com-
mittee, or to the membership at the next
general meeting.

The Council is a committee working together
positively for the future of the hobby in this
state, as recently described by the BCSA
President in a communication to all mem-
bers. The initiatives set out represent a
giant leap forward for the fancy in South
Australia. We would like nothing better
than to be joined by like minded delegates
from additional clubs prepared to put in the
effort required for the advancement of the
hobby. For those on the net, you will find a
visit to the new http://www.bcsa.com.au
site most informative for a more detailed
coverage of the scope of Council activities.
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The Beginnings of the Fancy in S.A.

By Trevor Weckert

These days, budgerigar exhibitors enjoy the
hobby through regular competition at a
State and National level. Means of communi-
cating have improved, so much so that dis-
tances are now shorter, and we can talk
with interstate and overseas fanciers with
consummate ease. However, the question
begs, was it more fun in the years gone by?
Was it as competitive on the Show bench
twenty, thirty or even fifty years ago? The
comparison is debatable, so let us explore
what it was like in the beginning.

The first records of a South Australian being
mentioned in exhibition budgerigar circles
was a breeder of “Yellows” and “Olives” in
1918 in documentation pertaining to the
Australian National Budgerigar Council
(ANBC). This reference is made in relation to
articles on “The World Starts Breeding” and
“The Evolution of Colour Varieties”. Subse-
quent to this, in 1933, another South Austra-
lian breeder was mentioned, this time with
reference to the Opaline variety of the
budgerigar from the wild. We cannot answer
with any accuracy as to whether they
showed their birds in exhibitions, as there
were Horticultural and Agricultural Shows in
existence at this time, but no specialized
Budgerigar Clubs before 1945.

The first specialized Budgerigar Club in
South Australia was formed three years later
in 1948 . Ten years on, in 1958, the Budgeri-
gar Society of South Australia (BSSA) pro-
duced a Year Book, which included a copy of
the “Constitution”, “Show Regulations”, and
“Standard for the Ideal Budgerigar”. At the
time, there was no pictorial reference to
the ideal, just a description given. The 1958
Year Book cited a list of 372 financial mem-
bers - a fantastic number by today’s stan-
dards. There was only one partnership, and
the remainder were individual fanciers. The

list included several of interest in the clubs’
history, including Doug Barlow (who was
later the President and Patron of BSSA), Bob
Hancock of Beverley (then York), Lal Logan
of Parkside (the namesake of the Logan
Shield), Geoff Smith of Edwardstown, Stan
Watson of Westbourne Park, and Trevor
Weckert of Glenunga. The only other spe-
cialist Budgerigar Club in South Australia at
the time was Port Pirie.

The “Year Book” published the entries of
the club’s Annual Show, which was held on
the Friday and Saturday, 23rd and 24th of
May 1958. Some interesting facts from the
show were:

® You were either an Open breeder, or a
Junior. There was no Open, Intermediate,
Novice and Junior as there is today.

® There were 119 classes for each division.
The Show was divided into three catego-
ries - “Open Old”, which had 555 entries,
“Open Young”, which had 626 entries, and
“Junior”, with 26 entries. On the day,
there was a total of 1207 budgerigars
shown.

The largest single class was 33 “Young”
Violet cocks. This was followed by 26
“Young” hens, 25 “Open” cocks, 17
“Open” hens and one “Junior” bird.

A total 102 normal series Violets were
shown, compared with today’s terms

where we are lucky if we see one per
show.

An article from the 1958 “Year Book” by R.
Ottaway is worthy of consideration, if we
are to reflect on the times:

“The Grand Champion”

“I made up my mind to specialize in Violets. |
don’t know why, probably because no one
seemed to know what a Violet was supposed to
look like. | looked around a few aviaries. Every
bird | picked was their best, so | couldn’t have it.
I was told to buy from someone who could tell
me the parents and pedigree of my purchase. |
was told that Violets did not necessarily breed
Violets. Of course, | took no notice. One from
here, one from there. | got four pairs of Violets.
They all seemed a different colour. Anyway, |
bought some rings just in case. Give CLO they
said, but not a bucket full. The first pair must
have drowned. Another hen past out, but a kind
bloke gave me a dark green cock. Cannot possibly
breed a violet from green and violet | thought,
but never mind, something would turn up. All set
to go, four pairs with eggs. | dropped the first
nest box and smashed the lot. Could never under-
stand why people have to stand on boxes and
what have you to see into the nests. The next
pair produced three sky blues and an albino,
queer looking violets! Now, what is this? Yes, a
violet, but it looks different. Called an opaline,
they tell me. Sex linked said the expert. Must be
a hen, comes from the father. SO WHAT-I’ve got
an Opaline Violet. A dozen eggs in the last nest.
Six went under the other hen quick smart. All
hatched-six violets from the Green cock. What do
you know? The rings went on after four days and
off again after five days. On again and stayed
after seven days. The biggest was missed. Could
not get the ring on with a tire lever. Soon the
chicks were flying-two could only walk, but
mother-in-law took one of these to talk. Unfortu-
nately, it soon began to say nasty things about
me. | decided to teach the other one the an-
swers. My winner was a beaut. Head and shoul-
ders like an ox, spots like saucers, and a tail like
a roo. (Ah, well, nothing is perfect) The Show
was on; the other 29 in the class were the wrong
colour. He was a winner all right. Yes, you are
right. | know the judge was short sighted, but not
colour blind as well. Anyway, | still think my
Violet was the best.”
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| am sure that you can relate to some of the
attitudes and impressions in the article.
Back in 1958, a fancier’s knowledge of ge-
netics was in the developmental stages com-
pared with where most of the hobby is at
these days, although one thing’s for sure,
the attitude to judges has not changed!

The competitive nature of the members of
the Budgerigar Society of South Australia
continued as they sought to compete in
interstate competitions. We know there
were South Australians at a Griffith Cage
Bird Societies Annual Show in 1964, which
generated discussion about a show where
clubs could compete against one other.

Ten years on, in 1974, the Budgerigar Soci-
ety of South Australia (BSSA) fielded several
highly competitive teams in the Victorian
Gardner Shield, namely through the support
of the Logan, Dobbie and Watson families. In
their first attempt in 1974, the BSSA placed
4th out of 11 teams at the event, and then
3rd the following year amongst 15 other
teams.

The success of the BSSA in Victoria, along
with a willingness for competition at a Na-
tional level, lead to a historic meeting,
which resolved that in 1975, the first nation-
ally recognized event would occur, to be
held in Victoria. However, given the event
was to be hosted by Victoria, the birds were
judged to the “Victorian” standard. In 1976,
the event moved to Sydney, where the birds
were benched according to the “New South
Wales” model. The 1977 event held in Ade-
laide saw the standard adopted from The
Budgerigar Society Standard of England, as
the BSSA was affiliated with the Budgerigar
Society of England at the time.

Each year, the standard changed as the
event moved from state to state, soon lead-
ing to the judging methodology being chal-
lenged by exhibitors and councilors alike. It
was agreed that a nationally adopted stan-
dard would be written, however the obsta-
cle was that New South Wales and Victorian
resisted the opportunity to see the other as
correct. With the two states at a stalemate,
the South Australian committee decided to
write a standard, which could be adopted
Australia-wide. The committee given the
responsibility to do this consisted of George
Duffield, (Chairman), Gorden Lowe, Kelwyn
Kakoschke, Stan Watson, Franck Jackson,
and Trevor Weckert (Secretary).

The standard was presented in draft form at
the National event in Wollongong in 1984,
where it underwent some modifications
before being adopted in 1986 at the South
Queensland event. Within the draft, there
was no such matrix as is included in the
modern standard that we currently exhibit
to. The Saturday prior to the 1986 event saw

the New South Wales team selected, with
the Grand Champion being a Greywing Domi-
nant Pied, entered in the “Any Other Variety
Class”. Unfortunately, in the National Show
there was no class that this bird could be
exhibited in, which brought about a great
deal of debate.

In the weeks following, Gorden Lowe took
on the responsibility of developing a matrix
of conceivable colour combinations, such
that any variety had a place on the Show
Bench. Some may argue that in today’s Na-
tional environment, we have lost sight of
this purpose, which was to allow all stan-
dard varieties of budgerigars a place in the
Nationals.

In 1975, the fancy continued to expand in
South Australia, with new clubs being
formed under the state leadership of the
BSSA. Fielding the team for the state, the
BSSA were successful in winning the National
Championships no less than 5 times in the
coming years. Many South Australians were
successful in winning classes at the Nation-
als, but none more so than Kelwyn Ka-
koschke, who once won an astonishing five
classes in one National event alone.

During 1983 and 1984, the Committee of the
BSSA worked well, meeting for regular
monthly get-togethers, whilst the Executive
Committee met at least twice a month to
handle all business arising. The Executive
Committee took the responsibility of dealing
with all club matters, be they local, State,
or National issues. The new Standards Com-
mittee met fortnightly to discuss a variety at
each meeting, and when this concluded, a
Judges School ran over eighteen months,
which had its own separate meetings. The
workload for the BSSA was arguably exces-
sive, and alternatives were investigated.

As more Budgerigar clubs evolved, an at-
tempt to form a State Council in 1986
failed, creating fractions within the member
base. Reflecting on the activities in the

CONCRETE & PAVIN

early years, | think everyone would agree
that while there was not always harmony,
there was a genuine respect for the commit-
tee, and the committee held a respect for
its members.

In 1995, a meeting was held at the Tasma-
nian Nationals, were it was decided that an
independent body would be formed for gov-
ern the State and National matters for South
Australia. In 1996, this was implemented,
and the BSSA relinquished the role as the
state’s representative body on all National
matters.

As we move on from the events of the
1980’s and 1990’s, the challenge for the
hobby in this state is for all members to
regain an appreciation for each other, and
enjoy the competition of the birds on the
Show Bench. If we can achieve this, then
history may repeat itself, and South Austra-
lian fanciers (and their birds) will regain
their respective and competitive edge,
throughout Australia and beyond.
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Swiss National 2005

By Nigel Tonkin

On the afternoon of the 4th of November
Jennie Liebich, my partner, and | flew into
Zurich, Switzerland to be picked up by Roger
Bernet, the media liaison officer of the
Swiss fancy. Roger’s role was a very impor-
tant role given all of the attention from
interest groups being concerned about the
avian flu in various parts of the world. No
other person involved with the Swiss fancy
or the show itself were to have access to the
media at all, this included the Judges and
any fanciers visiting from other countries.
Roger drove us to our hotel room in
Wiirenlos and got us settled in. Roger, a
wonderful gentleman who spoke better
English than we spoke Swiss German was
very helpful in explaining what was to occur
over the next few days.

Marcel Buhler, the show manager, had gone
to the Basel airport, this airport borders
France and Switzerland, to pick up the 3
English judges and their wives, along with
his budgerigar partner from England, Ron
Pearce. Marcel delivered them to the same
hotel that we were at and it was not long
before budgerigar chatter would be coming
from us all. Rick Watts, Mick Freakley and
lan Ainley were the judges from England. |
had met Rick previously, but not the other
gentlemen (nor any of their wives).

Mick is known for his brilliant photography
of birds on the front of many European
magazines. Both Mick and Jennie spent
much time over the next few days discussing
the best way to photograph birds and with
Marcel’s input a lot of knowledge was
shared.

On evening of the 4th, Marcel Biihler had
organized meals for us all at the hotel in a
private room that enabled him to give each

judge the classes they were assigned and
the place cards for those classes for signing.
What an exercise, the signing that is!

| had previously judged the Swiss National
show in 2000 and was “caught out” because
there were yellow faced birds in most of the
classes that | had judged. | was able to high-
light this to the other judges after confirm-
ing with Marcel that there was no change to
that format. | do not see this as a problem
as Yellow Faced Blue being a colour muta-
tion is just the same as having for example
“blue & green” Opalines in our national
event in the same class. The Opaline is a
variety mutation, thus its separation from
the Normal of the same colour mutations of
Normal Green and Normal Blue as per the
ANBC The Standard matrix. Switzerland
recognizes the difference between colour
and variety mutations and for each variety,
such as opaline, recognizes it in its three
colour allelomorphs: green, blue and yellow
faced blue.

| believe that it is certainly better than
being ‘halfway’ (oops being a little political
here) as we appear to be in Australia, having
some variety mutations combining with the
Yellow Faced colour mutation and others
that are not permitted. It just does not
seem that logical to me to have two of the
colour mutations at the head of our matrix
with the third one, yellow faced blue, sepa-
rated and placed among the variety muta-
tions. It has been argued at ANBC level by
an internationally recognized geneticist
(scientist) from Adelaide, who just happens
to be a very good breeder of budgerigars as
well, that the Yellow Faced blue belongs in
a block with the first grouping of Standard
Colour Mutations within the matrix 1 = Nor-

mal Green (includes Grey Green, 2 = Nor-
mal Blue (includes Grey), 3 = Normal Yel-
low Faced Blue (includes Grey). | agree
with the logic of this genetically based
proposal. Sorry for the deviation, | needed
to get this Yellow Faced Blue message out
there, but now back to Switzerland.

The evening certainly turned out to be a
fun evening, and why wouldn’t it be when
you have the likes of Ron and Mick turning
it into an evening of comedy. Split sides
and wet pants were the order of the eve-
ning.

On the morning of the 5th, the 47th Swiss
National Show was set to be judged in
Wiirenlos. The four international judges -
the three from the United Kingdom, plus |
were ready to judge the nearly 1000 birds
presented. Numbers were affected by the
bird flu (the reason Roger was made the
Media spokesperson).

The four judges walked the floor as a
group prior to the commencement of judg-
ing to assess the condition of the birds,
flecking and any other issues that might
‘jump out’ at us. This is a great process in
that it gives an overview on every aspect
of the birds that are benched and avails
the judges an opportunity to debate, prior
to commencement of judging, any matter
that is not clear. This can also involve the
Show Manager who might respond to any
questions that may have been missed the
night prior. It was promising to see that
we were all looking for similar features
and we all commented on the ‘possible
and eventual winner’ as we walked past it.

After a short introduction by Marcel
Biihler, we commenced with our teams
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(stewards). The stewards were all neatly
dressed, very professional in their approach
and certainly understood the programme
perfectly and made the judging an absolute

joy.

The birds were presented in 3 Sections
(Beginner, Intermediate and Champion) and
overall there were 312 show classes.

| was having some difficulty in getting a
number of the birds to bench; | felt that
once a class was moved from the show
bench to the judging bench the change in
light had an impact. One of the stewards
noticed this difficulty and offered me the
use of a judging paddle. | will call it the
Svensson Paddle as it was designed by Tom
Svensson of Sweden and is used widely in
Europe. The Svensson paddle, when placed
through the cage front between the two
perches, creates a ‘barrier’. There is a
groove cut in the paddle at the point where
the wooden front that the wire front sits
within, this groove enables the ‘paddle’ to
rest on the cage floor creating the barrier
that prevents the ‘challenging’ bird that will
not bench from running from side to side
within the cage. This worked an absolute
treat and sped up the judging process by
getting near on 100% of the birds to bench
to enable them to be correctly assessed.

It took quite a lot of work but the profes-
sional show management team (stewards) of
the Swiss BS did a wonderful and efficient
job to enable Marcel Biihler to present the
winning birds to the public just after 12
o'clock.

Best in Show and Best Any Age in Show went
to a fantastic Opaline Grey Green cock ex-
hibited by Daniel Lutolf. This cock, a few
weeks previously had won best Any Age at
the European Show in Karlsruhe. He showed
to perfection at Wiirenlos and being the
difference in the final judging. Best Oppo-
site Sex in Show and Best Opposite Sex Any
Age went to a massive Grey hen with wide
shoulders, also from the Daniel Litolf stud
of birds. The Best Young Bird also went to
Daniel Liitolf with a lovely Cinnamon Grey
hen that was in near perfect show condition,
a wonderful hen. We gave Best Opposite Sex
Young bird to a Normal Grey Green cock
from Armin Giger. This bird had really good
feather direction and also a top mask, but
lacked the condition required to beat the
Cinnamon hen.

At the presentation on Sunday morning, the
BS President, Walter Sigrist did not just
present trophies for the Best Birds and the
Best Exhibitor in each section, he also had
the opportunity to give the youngest mem-
ber of the Swiss budgerigar fancy, Robin
Biitler the trophy for Best Junior.

It was great to see Walter Sigrist in the win-
ners circle as it was in 2000 that he was
given a gift of a number of birds from fanci-
ers within Switzerland to start him back into
the hobby.

The highlight for the Swiss fancy was the
presentation of 3 new "Champions for Life"
trophies. This trophy is awarded to members
that have shown birds for at least 15 years
at any National show. As a minimum, a
breeder has to show 2 years in the Beginner
Section 3 years in the Intermediate Section
and 10 years in the Champion Section. If an
exhibitor fails to obtain enough points or
does not show, they will drop down one
section and have to start again. This special
award went to Werner Nussbaumer, Helmut
Wachter and Hanspeter Hofer. These three
gentlemen were all smiles as they were
congratulated for being "Champions for
Life".

Also proudly received by Daniel Liitolf for
Best Young Bird in Show was an original
painting of a Dark Green Cock painted by
Jennie Liebich. A lot of fanciers throughout
New Zealand, Switzerland and Germany
have encouraged Jennie to offer some of her
paintings for sale. We shall see.

The change in professionalism of this event
from 2000 through to 2005 (6 years) is re-
markable, well probably not that remark-
able when one realizes that Marcel Biihler
took over as the Show Manager in 2000.
When you observe how efficient he is at
doing everything that he does in life proba-
bly does not surprise that it flows on to the
Show Management position and then to the
Show Management team.

The media did attend and TV cameras were
quite active, again this was handled well by
Roger and nothing but positives could have

come out of this event.

An initiative that Marcel has introduced is
the presenting of certificates to the owners
of winning, top bench birds. The certificate
has the major sponsors name upon it, a
photo of the bird taken in a purpose built
photo box, and the award that it has been
presented for. The certificate is also signed
by the President.

| am hopeful we can introduce such a cer-
tificate for each first placed bird at the
ANBC Nationals, sooner rather than later.

Another great idea, and | have probably
mentioned this in a previous writing about
the 2000 Swiss National show, is that NOT
ONE bird leaves the show hall until ALL stag-
ing is packed on the back of the truck and or
trailer outside of the venue. No one is game,
unless physically unable, to stand by and
watch their fellow fanciers do the work.

RESULTS
Best in Show Opaline Grey Green cock
Best Opp.-Sex in Show Normal Grey hen
Best Any Age Opaline Grey Green cock
Best Opp.-Sex Any Age Normal Grey hen Daniel Liitolf
Best Young Bird Cinnamon Grey hen Daniel Litolf
Best Opp.-Sex Young Bird Normal Grey Green cock Armin Giger

Daniel Liitolf
Daniel Liitolf
Daniel Liitolf

GROUP WINNERS

Normal Greens
Normal Blues
Normal Grey Greens
Normal Greys Daniel Litolf
Opaline Greens and Blues Hans Wicki
Opaline Grey Greens and Greys  Daniel Liitolf
Opaline Cinnamons Daniel Liitolf
Clearwings Jean-Pierre Rotzetter
Greywings Werner Nussbaumer
Dilutes Daniel Liitolf
Cinnamons Daniel Liitolf
Spangles Daniel Litolf
Dominant Pieds Walter Sigrist
Recessive Pieds Biihler and Pearce
Lutinos Bruno Steffen
Albinos Hans Wicki
Lacewings onny Haller
Fallows Kurt Flury
Crests Partnership Maja and Paul Vogt
AOV Biihler and Pearce

Armin Giger
Eduard Waser
Armin Giger

This wonderful idea has worked a treat at
the Adelaide Logan Shield.

My next article will be on the Bundesschau
at Kassel in Germany followed by an article
on the hospitality of the Biihler family,
Daniel Liitolf, Jo Mannes and Ron Pearce. |
also hope to have photos and a report on the
Budgerigar Society show (U.K.) from Mick
Freakley for another article.

If any Club Secretary would like to obtain
the service of an International Judge, please
do not be afraid to contact me as there are
some that show great interest in judging
Down Under and the costing is not too bad.
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